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Russian production, and nearly all the Russian exports. They have
been largely responsible for the fact that Russia produces nearly half
of the world's supply of this mineral.

THE  URALS

Unlike the Caucasus, the Ural Mountains are comparatively lo\v>
and offer little handicap to cross communication. A few peaks rise to
an elevation of 8000 feet, but in general the mountains do not exceed
3000 feet. Their western slope is so gradual that it lacks any moun-
tainous appearance, and the streams are navigable nearly to their
headwaters. The eastern slopes are steeper, but even these offer no
serious obstacle to transportation.

The mountains are, however, sufficiently high to form a climatic
barrier separating the natural vegetation of Europe from that of Asia,
A tundra type of vegetation extends from the Arctic far south along
the crest of the Urals. The central portion of the mountains is almost
entirely forested, and this resource is being increasingly exploited as
transportation facilities improve. Toward the south the light rainfall
causes all except the highest slopes to be grass covered and used only
for grazing.

The Urals are also unlike the Caucasus in that they have consid-
erable mineral wrealth. These minerals are being exploited to an in-
creasing degree, and are largely responsible for the rise of an impor-
tant industrial area. Iron ore, copper, petroleum, coal, platinum, lead,
chromium, salt and numerous other minerals are found in commercial
quantities. Prior to the World War, only such highly valuable min-
erals as platinum were mined. The lack of adequate transportation
facilities handicapped the exploitation of the others. This situation is
being remedied, and the Urals are becoming one of the most impor-
tant mineral-producing regions in Russia.

Sverdlovsk (Ekaterinburg) is the center of the chief mining and
industrial section. Iron furnaces, steel mills, copper refineries, chemical
plants, and factories producing various types of machines are spring-
ing up rapidly. Minerals continue to be important throughout the
southern part of the mountains, and both Ufa and Orenburg are grow-
ing rapidly as industrial centers. With improved transportation facili-
ties, the mineral production and industrial activity of the Urals should
increase rapidly, and in the future they may well compete with the
Moskva area and the Donets Basin for the industrial leadership of
Russia.